THOUGHTS 
| INTOLERANCE, 


OCCASTONED BY THE 


MEW INTERPRETATION 


mae 43 If RESPECTS THE 


PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 


“BY: JOHN LIDDON. 


LONDON: 


BY PATER NOSTER-B0W; ER, 
MERAND; HYDE, HEMEL-REMPSTRLAD; BOBES, 


= 


= 
a 
< 
«a 


elf 


x 
4 
| 
“¥ : 
— 
4 
| 
af 
se 
} 
> 
7 
¢ 4 
iy 
wee 
2 
‘ 


=a 


J. Burdit, Printer, Dunsta 


ble. 


| 

| 

5 
| 
4 


PREFACE. 


Tue rights of conscience, pleaded for in the 
following sheets, are not the rights of one de- 
nomination of christians only, but the equal, 
unalienable rights of all mankind. These 
rights good men have exercised in every age, 
aud sometimes under very unfavourable cir- 
cumstances. Such were the circumstances 
of the Jews in Babylon. Daniel and the three 
Hebrews were deterinined to maintain them, 
though it should cost them their lives. They 
persevered. God, the friend and patron of 
religious freedom, protected and supported 
them, and perfected their deliverance. Their 
enemies he clothed with shame. The history 
of the worthies is the history of those who 
contended for conscience in opposition to 
custom. 
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It is of the essence of pure religien under 
every dispensation, and in every age, to pro- 
duce a noble independence of mind, and to 
raise those who possess it in times of trial 
above worldly hopes or fears, Conscious 
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they haye a good cause, and a powerful pro- 
tector, each reasons as one of old, The Lord 
is on my side; I will not fear what man can 
do unto me. This noble independence the 
apostles discovered when they taught christi- 
anity in Jerusalem. ‘They made their appeal 
to the understandings and consciences of their 
enemies in’ power, and said, Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. ‘To elevate 
the disciples above the fear of those who could 
only kill the body, was the design of Christ; 
and this end was completely answered. They 
went on in their glorious career anmoved by 
affliction, danger, or death. _ 


The spirit-of true christianity is always the 
same, and its noble effects are recorded in the 
history..of our-own ceuntry, in the, days of the 
Tudors aud Stuarts.. To those who suffered 
by their-crnelty we are indebted, under God, 
for the reformation; and they have set a noble 
example of men who: preferred sufferings and 
death for a good conscience to all the indul- 
gences this world could afford. They were 
the instruments to. burst the bonds of romish 
superstition and intolerance, and to set their. 


posterity free: “They acted-on-the. principle 
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of the equal, unalienable right of private judg- 


ment. . W‘thout:this their conduct could not 
be justified. | | 


Nobly did the bishops, and many others, 
behave even inthe fire; and‘refused to accept 
of deliverance at the expence oftheir integri- 
ty, in the days of that cruel bigot, Mary; who 
seemed to think she did God service, by vio- 
lating his command, to do no murder; and 
committed the most atrocious deeds in the 
name, and for the honour of the God of peace 
and love. Thus the foundation of the protest- 
ant establishment was laid in the blood of 
those excellent men, who were determined at 
all events to follow the unbiassed feelings of 
their own and minds. | 


lo the same eiieendent spirit init manner 
our fore-fathers, the protestant dissenters, act- 


ed in the days of the persecuting»and: profli- 


gate Charles. . Many languished: in prison, 


numbers fled from their, country..to.America,: 


and other parts of the-world, anda great com- 
pany lost their lives; and for what? -*For: 
acting asthe bishops had set them the exan» 
ple, upon that grand principle, the unalienable 
right of private judgment, The principle upen 
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which the christians of the established church 


and the dissenters act; is exactly the same. 
Both have dissented from the church of Rome. 


The only difference is, the protestant dissenters 
have carried the degree of their dissent to a 
greater extent; but the arguments which jus- 
tify one, ney the conduct of both. 

otf’ 

At length, after many 
suffering, came the glorious revolution, aud 
the act of toleration under which for so many 
years, the dissenters have enjoyed protection 
and peace; but after the lapse of much more 
than a century, a new interpretation has. been 
given to that.act which was intended for their 
relief, and it has been explained in a way 
which would prevent them agai from filling 
up the vacancies in their pulpits on the decease 
of whom are DOW 

Such been the with the 
have enjoyed theif rights before the 


melancholy affliction under which their, belov- 


Sovereign now labours, that. they have 
meglected to inculeate: the: principles of their 
4lissent, not supposing that so soon. after bis 
dMajesty sincapacity thatithatwery act which 
was intended: for their adyantage would be so 
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interpreted as to threaten the extinction of 
their churches or expose them to the penalties 


of those statutes which were passed in the ages 
of bigotry, ignorance, and intolerance. Whilé 


the health and capacity of his Majesty conti- 


nue:!, they remained satisfied, knowing ‘that 


he was determined to preserve inviolably the | 


act of toleration. Can it be doubted that the 


enlightened mind and liberal principles ofthe 


Prince Regent, will lead him to discountenance 
every thing that has the most remote tendency 
to awaken a sectarian spirit, and blow up 
again the almost extinguished fires of religious 
animosity? Can the men who would do this, 
be considered as the friends of their country, 
religion, or their Prince? 

“The principles of the dissenters, as will 
appear in the following tract, are the princi- 
ples on which christianity was first introduced 


into the world, and their own country, then 


considered as almost separated from it. ‘They 
are principles which promote personal and 
social virtue; which incline them to be, and 
most effectually make them peaceable, indus- 
trious citizens, virtuous and loyal subjects, 


_ ready to give tribute where tribute is due, and 


to fear God and honour the king; and the 
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greatest security they can possibly give iy, 
that nothing can make them violate their cou- 
sciences. Hence on this account, and not 
from a love of differing, they embrace with all 
its present disadvantages the cause of noncon- 


formity. 


If they dissent, it is because they cannot 


- help it. If they are reproached, and their 


children excluded from what.is improperly cal- 
led national education, they will as christians 
patiently bear it; and console themselves that 


“they are in good company; that Abraham and 


Lot, and Joseph and Daniel, and the apostles, 
with Jesus Christ at their head, were dissent- 
ers; and but for their dissent, they would not 
have been known, or held up to future gene- 


_Yations to admire, and imitate their bright and 


glorious examples. 
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Hemel-Hempstead, 
March 26, 1812. 
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THOUGHTS 
INTOLERANCE. 


Arter the intended bill of Lord Sidmouth 
was so decidedly and deservedly rejected, it 
was not expected that the construction of the 
act of toleration would be so materially alters 
ed, and its spirit so violated, as to: make it 
very difficult, if not. impossible for a student 
educated with a. view to the ministry. among 
protestant dissenters to’ obtain a license to 
preach. It is hoped the ‘objection must arise 
from not being acquainted with the’customs of 
dissenting churches; and not from any desigtt 
to abridge christian betty. 


The method which in general dissenters pur- 
sue when cestitute of a minister, is to enquire 
the character of a student as to his piety and 


qualifications for the christian ministry, before: 


they invite him to preach to them; and, if after 

he has been on probation for three or six 

months, more or less, they approve of him as 
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their minister, to give him an invitation to take 
the pastoral charge over them; which if the 
‘connexion meet his wishes, he accepts; and till 
then he is not considered or’ ordained as the 
minister of that congregation. Now, if it be 
necessary he should be minister of a congrega- 
tion before he obtain a license, it js evident he 
can never preach without subjecting himself 
ta the penalties of those obsolete acts made in 
the days of ignorance and bigotry; and which 
every enlightened and liberal christian must 
wish expunged from our statute book. For, 
if this construction be admitted,. one of the 
following things must ensue on the demise of 
the present pastor; the pulpit must remain 
destitute of a preacher, or the minister must 
be appointed without any probationary exer- 
cise of his talents, or he must officiate without 
a license, and be subject to a penalty or 
imprisonment; and then our jails will be again 
filled with virtuous men who suffer as in the 
reign of the Stuarts for conscience sake. This 
is a state of things which every friend to his 
country and religion must earnestly deprecate. 
_The greatest enemy to his native land could 
not wish for any circumstance more favourable 
to our inveterate foe. To him it must be a 
cause of triumph. im 
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"If there ever were a period in which it was 
more particularly desirable that all hearts 
should be united, it is most certainly the 
present; and nothing can be more’ unwise 
than to excite religious animosity. This more 
than any thing else, tends to alienate the 
affections of christians from one another, and 
makes that religion which would unite every 
heart in the bonds of christian friendship and 
fraternal love, a source of jealousy and discord. 
Let it be hoped that the present cloud may 
soon disperse; and that the sun of christian 
liberty and love may arise with encreasing 
brightness, and shine more and more to 


the perfect day of equal, universal christian 
liberty. 


It might have been expected in this age of 
encreasing light and improvement, that religi- 
ous liberty would have been extended; and 
that even the term ¢oleratton would have been 
changed for that more wise and beneficial one, 
because more just, of general liberty.” This 
would remove every ground of complaint, and 
giveagreater stability to the established church. 
She would enjoy unenvied all her privileges; 
and every cause of dissatisfaction would. be 
‘remcved from those who conscientiously are 


‘ 


gbliged to dissent. Christians would thew dif 
fer; but they would also love as brethren. 


_ Many are the evils which arise from the 
spirit of party and bigotry. It is the Pando- 
ra’s box of the christian church, from which 
many of the evils. which have afflicted her have 
escaped to disturb, her bosom, and have afford- 
ed. her enemies their most. powerful weapons 
to assailher, ‘Though strictly speaking, chris- 
tianity is no more answerable for the bad con- 
duct and spirit of some of its professors, than 
the Jaws of England are for the late very 
atrocious robberies and murders which they 
censure, condemn, and justly punish. So let 
the guilt and shame fall where they may, chris- 
tianity, pure christianity never did, nor ever 
will, hurt the person, peace, liberty, or reputa- 
-. tion of any.individual. Its weapons are not car- 
nal. ‘The wisdom ofthe serpent combined with 
the innocence of the dove, are the only arms 
with which, christian: ministers are furnished, 
They are to: speak the truth in love:. in meek- 
ness instructing even opposers. Of them they 
are not to despair. 


The denial of religious liberty to any. deno- 
mination.of christians, who are peaceable subr 
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jects, and cheerfully and conscientiously bear 
their proportion of the expences of the state, 
is indefensible in every pointof view. It can- 
not be defended by that gospel, which ail 
christians profess to believe and obey. In 


that the spirit of persecution and bigotry is — 


censured and condemned. kvery man is 
commanded to seareh the scriptures, that he 
may know the will of his Master, in order that 
he may do it in the most acceptable manuer, 
and receive the approbation of. his Lord, to 
whom alone heis accountable for his conducts 
and who will judge him by that rule of fasth 
and practice he hath given him; and not by 
the contradictory and sometimes very pre- 
sumptuous opinions of assuming but fallible 
men, 


If men are to stand at the judgment seat of 
Christ, and every one of us is to give au 
account of himself to God, it follows of course 
that every man should by our common cbristi- 
anity be entirely master of his own actions, 
For would it not be both absurd. and unjust 
to. make a man accountable for his actions 
when they are under foreign controul; when 
heis not suffered to think and act for himselt? 
Nor will the most.extensive liberty whichican 
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‘be given be unfavourable to the order of soci- 
ety, because true religion will teach the most 
menial servant to fill up the duties of his sta- 
tion, not as an eye servant, or man pleaser, 
but to act as in the sight of God, with a view 
to his favour. How very ignorant and dis- 
graceful to themselves, is the objection made 
by some who call themselves christians, and 
who say that to instruct the lower orders in 
the knowledge of the bible is to raise them 
above their situation, and unfit them for the 


duties of life! Is it not an undesigned but 


plain confession, that they know not what the 
christian religion is; that they are totally 
unacquainted with its spirit, and have never 
felt its genuine influence? Their objections 


are unworthy of notice; their ignorance of 


christianity demands our pity and prayers, 
that the eyes of their understandings may b 
opened. 


The disciples of Christ retained for some 
considerable time something of their partial 
jewish prejudices; but whenever those preju- 
dices disvovered themselves in words or ac- 
tions, they were by their Master censured 
and condemned. They wished to call for fire 
from heaven to destroy the Samaritans; but 
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they were severely rebuked for their ignorance 
of their own spirit, and of the design of the 
Saviour’s mission. The son of man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives; but to save them, 
was Christ’s reply. Persecution is here poiut- 
edly condemned. 


Nor does a spirit of bigotry receive any 
countenance from the Redeemer of mankind. 
The disciples saw one casting out devils; and 
he was doing this in the name of Christ. Had 
they not then been under the dominion of 
party spirit, that enemy to true christianity, 
they would have rejoiced, that they were not 
the only persons employed in the God-like 
work of doing good; but though they wished 
good to be done, it was to be done by them 
alone; and instead of encouraging this lonely, 
benevolent stranger, they forbad him: whether 
they went so far as to impeach his motives, 
our information does not say. Would to God, 
there was nothing like this to be seen in the 
present day! | 


But what did the Master reply? Did he 
applaud their conduct, and encourage their 
little narrow spirit? No. His doctrine and 
his soul, were a pure fountain of benevolence, 
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which constantly overflowed in uncontamt- 
nated streams of the waters of life; conveying 
health and vigour to all who were so happy | 
as to drink them; but in passing through the 
disciples the waters of life were adulterated. 
They partook something of the nature of the 
soil through which they ran. The disciples 
had not- yet received the Spirit in that rich 
abundance with which they were afterwards 
endned. His reply was worthy of himself: 
Forbid himnot. He that is not against us, 
is on our part. Hence we see that party 
spirit, and the spirit of Christ are in direct 
Opposition. 


Here let it be asked; If the spirit of party 
did not too strongly operate in the present day, 
instead of the spirit of Christ, would there be 
so many obstacles thrown in the way of those, 
many of them unlettered, but good and pious 
» men, who in Cornwall among the Tinners, 
and at Kingswood among the Colliers, and 
In other parts of the country have been the 
instruments of humanizing, civilizing, and 
christianizing the most untutored, rude, and 
profligate of mankind? Is good, substantial, 
general good, the object of any denomination 
of christians; that party of christians may rest- 
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assured it can never be idle for want of objects | 


Let that party be convinced it cannot do all 
the good that can be done. Let all of every 
name unite: be of one heart and of one soul 
in promoting the general happiness. ‘This 
will be honourable to our common’ christia- 
uity, and do.more to stop the mouths of its 
enemies, than any other mede we can pursue. 


_ Let us take one more view of true christia- 


nity as it appears in the parable of the good 


Samaritan; and there we shall learn who is 
our neighbour, and how far the duty extends, 


_ There we shall soon know, that it does, not 
_ eonfine itself to our own party in religion, that 


it extends itself to those who differ from-us 
in their faith and practice, and that we are 
bound to act the part of a aecighbour te every 
human being, of every religion, of every nation, 
of every colour under the canopy of heaven. 
‘This parable justifies every schoel for chris- 
tian instruction—every society for bettering 
the condition of the poor —for the abolition 
of the inhuman traflic in men-—for seading 


‘missionaries to enlighten thedark parts of the 


world with the light of life, and that noble 

Society ealled the British and, Foreign Bible 

Society, which propgses to. distribtate in the 
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different parts and languages of the world, 
the invaluable hook without comment or note. 
It. is impossible for a real christian not to wish 
it every possible success; and that it may like 
a mighty stream bear down every prejudice 
and opposition of every kind, till truth is 
universally diffused, and the sons of God of 
every name shall exult, Now is come salvation, 
for the kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ. 


“It follows from this short view of christianity 
that the dewial of complete religious liberty 
has no countenance from, and is censured and 
condemned by the gosnel and the practice of 
the Sonof God. The only contention of which 
the gospel admits is, who shal! most zealously 
engage in lessening the evils of the present 
state, and promote most effeciually the present | 


future happiness of mankind at large, 


Here: christians may strive without wrath, 
bitterness,‘ or envy, and that denomination 
_ of christians which shell do the most substan- 
tial good, we may without hesitation pro- 
nounce the nearest to the pure standard of 
christianity, the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God. From the gospel the spirit of intolerance 
derives no support. ‘By the gospel it is 
pointedly’ condemned. 
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» As the spirit of persecution and party derives 
no support from the gospel, it must not look 
for aid from history, reason, or sound policy. 


The history of its operations, is the history of 
human depravity, of human misery, .and of its 
own disgrace. No man who has read the his- 


tory of the persecutions of the primitive chris- 


tians by the Jews and Romans can doubt of its 


dreadful effects. How many of those excellent 


men, of whom the world was not worthy, at 


the head of which list stands the Saviour of 


sinners, have died by its bloody hands. Re- 


fuse liberty of conscience and liberty of wor- 
ship, and you justify all the enormities which 
history records, you condemn the principles 
on which the reformation and the establishment 
of the charch of England are built. “In’a 


word, you censure the introduction of christia- 
nity into the world, and all those efforts which 
_are now making by christians of the established 
church and of other denominations to carry 


the light of the gospel to the ends of the earth. 


For in what country where christianity was 
first taught did not the gospel aim to destroy 


the superstition and idolatry practised by its 


inhabitants? The same ends are now proposed 
jn sending the gospel to the distant parts of 


the world. All denominations seem to act on. 
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thisprinciple; that conscience is not subject 
to human jurisdiction.’ Protestant dissenters 
hhold it inviolably ‘as their:duty to ‘render unto 
Cesar the ‘things ‘which are Cesar’s, and to 
God ‘the things which are God’s. History 
records nothing concerning the spirit-of perse- 
eution, but that at which humanity shudders, 

The demial of christian liberty justifies all the 
crimes. which have been committed from the 
days of the tyrant Nebuchadnezzar to the 
present day, and stands prepared in the face 
of scripture and history to repeat the same 
horrid 


. As the denial of christian liberty has no 
‘support from scripture and history, so it can 
find.no refuge in the sanctuary of sound reason. 

_ Phat isnot a privileged place to which intole- 
ffancemay fly for safety. It closes its gates at 

-the. approach of the monster, and bids it to 

stand at.an eternal distance. Reason knows 

‘that.though conscience may be informed, it 

cannot be forced; and christianity stands ready 

‘to afford-every kind. of information necessary 

-to the serious enquirer. It is conscious of its 

truth, and glories in a public exposure, it chal- 

_deages enquiry, it fears nothing but neglect, 

for it dwells inthe temple of liberty. ‘Its gates 


t 
4 
| 
| 
2 
Hit 
“4 i 
> 
\ 
pig 
ay 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
>, 
+ fa 


1 


are thrown quite open, and over them are writ- 
ten in legible characters, Unto you, O men, do 
I call, and my voice is to the sons of men. O ye 
simple, understand wisdom, and ye fools be ye of 
an understanding heart. Hear: for Iwill speak 
of excellerit nits. Reason says, Enter and 
learn. The spirit of party shuts every avenue 
to the haman mind, and refuses instruction. 
Tt dries up even the milk of human kindness, 


‘The spirit of christianity and sound reason 


stand prepared to renounce on conviction 
‘what is found to be wrong, and to receive 


what i is right; when it parts with a falseliood, 


it parts with that which it is an advantage to 
lose; when it receives a truth, it receives an 


acquisition more precious than that which 3 is 
of silver and gold. 


As reason knows that conscience may be 
informed, and therefore offers instruction; so 


it also knows it is impossible to be forced, 
and therefore never makes the vain, the foolish 
‘attempt. Reason scorns at it. It looks round 
‘on all the large circle of human folly to find 


an object so ridiculous as to make a suitable 


companion in order ‘to expose it to deserved 
‘universal contempt. The author has ‘heard 


or redd-of a tidiculous attempt to catch ‘a 


™ 
f 
4 
| 


¢uckoo, by enclosing the spot where it resort- 
ed with a hedge, but the ingenious contrivers 
did not recollect, that the bird had wings to 
fly over it. Ridiculous as this story may ap- 
_ pear, itis not moreso than to attempt to force 


the consciences of men. The mind cannot be 


confined. To believe, it must be enlightened. 


When it perceives the evidence of fruth all the 
powers of the world cannot give it a greater 


degree of stability: and where conviction is 


not produced, all the powers of the world are 


unegual to the work. Simplify religion as 


you. may: suppose it to consist in bowing 
with respect to a superior in rank; the bow 


may be established; but who is to command 
the respect? Is it within the compass of hu- 


man ability? 


_. If religion require knowledge of the divine 


character and will, if it demand veneration of 


‘the Divine Being, confidence in his faithfulness 
and mercy, as well as love to his holy ways, 
what can force do to produce it? Force and 


persecution have been tried; and what have 
they done? What might have beeu expected: 
they have made some apostates, some hypo- 


¢rites, some martyts. Mach mischief they 
have produced; much: mischief they .are cal- 
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culated todo; and nothing beside. The per- 
secuted are spoiled of every thing but a good 
conscience; and the persecutors are over- 
whelmned with guilt, and deserved disgrace. 


It has often been observed, that men will 
do that in a body, which every individual of 
that body would be ashamed to do by himself. 
In nothing has this been more verified than in 
those restraints which have been put on liberty 
of conscience. Who will venture seriously to 
affirm that all men have not an equal right to 
think on those subjects which relate to their 


everlasting welfare? And what. man would 


have the courage to attempt to prove to ano- 
ther that he hada right, to think which the 
other did not possess? Now ifthe equal right 
of thinking be allowed, and who can prevent 
it? Canallthe power on earth?: Most assur- 


edly not. If the right of thinking be allowed; 


and it cannot be taken away; does it‘ not 
follow of course that in matters purely religious 
every individual has a right to follow the con- 
victions of his own mind, and to worship God 
according to the dictates of his own conscience? 
Sound reason determines this is right. Sound 
reason condemns every interference as unjust 
and pregnant with mischief. Sound reason 
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declares,in the face of the sun, and, commnends 
itself to every well-informed mind, that equal, 
universal liberty of conscience is tlie birth-right 
of. man, that the granting of this is the grand 
catholican, the only remedy that can cure the 
many, evils which have: afflicted, the christian 
ehurch, Then all willenjoy their rights. Then 
every cause of jealousy and complaint will be 
for ever removed. 


7 It neither scripture, history, nor reason has 
any thing. to. offer in, defence of restraints. on 
liberty of conscience; all loudly and de- 
¢idedly condemn them; so it may be affirmed, 
they. are directly, contrary to sound policy. 


‘Contrary.to sound. policy .as it respects the 
‘pation at large, especially in times of uuex- 


ampled. danger:.. Such a. state requires that. 
every. heart and every arm should be united 
inits defence. Inorder that this umion should 


take place, every,cause of complaint should 
be removed, especially in matters of religion. 
‘Nothing can be more contrary to sound policy. 
‘than the. revival of obsolete, persecuting sta- 
‘tutes, particularly at such a period. It tends 


to, alienate the affections of those whose liber. 


‘ties are, abridged, and to arouse the dormant, 
_pngry. zeal, of the- furious, ignorant bigot, who 
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{8 ready to suppose that in proportion to the . 
hatred he feels for those who differ from him, 
and the injury he does to their persons; so 
he recommends himself to the favour of the 
God of love and peace. Religion is a power- 
ful engine which a wise statesman will use 
and direct to his country’ s good. 


Sound policy requires that every thing 
should be done to make the people wise and > 
virtuous. The wiser they are the better they 
will be able to appreciate the value of civil 


and religious liberty; and the more. perfectly 


they enjoy those blessings the more strong will 
be their attachment to the British Constitution. 
They will one and all say, as father Paul re- 
specting his country, Esto perpetua; May 
the British Constitution last for ever. 


Nothing has such a tendency to produce 
wisdom and virtue, as religion. It produces 
a happy mode of thinking closely. It draws 
forth the latent powers of the mind; powers 
which would not have been known but for the 
influence of religion. Knowledge is friendly 
te good government, and produces 9 strong 
attachment to it. Tyranny may justly dread 
the encrease of knowledge; but: liberty -will 
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give it every. kind of encouragement. “That: 
government, will be the most stable that im 
a by the affections of all the people. 


vernment;,. so religion. ensures it a favourable; 


Be alive and tender, It should startle at every 
thingdike prevarication; or mental reservation, 
or occasipnal,conformity.. It should. follow ita, 
own unbiassed dictates; Such a man will act. 
with integrity.. peaceable behaviour, the- 
Keyabattachment of that man is secured.. He 
must needs be. subject, not only for wrath, 
but for consciencesake,. Policy as to society 
at large: is. in- perfect, unison with 


But it may be : k will the 
national. establishment to give equal, perfect 
liberty,to. ath of every: denomination who. difler. 
fyom, it,in matters of. conscience, and that. 


though. churchmen; would, not, wish to perse-. 


cute, yet theie preference for the church will. 
net see with indifference other. sects eucrease ; 
and. therefere; policy. requires legal restraints. 


Ondhose who dissent, Buf this, appears more;, 
specious then trac, Jt is a reflection on the: 
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Is favourable to to a good go-) 


and: virtuous direction, Conscience should 
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establishment, as if it could bé thaintained 
by any thing but force. An answer to this & 


purposely avoided, for fear of — the 
length of the pamphlet. 


Jt should be that 
teaches if possible, to lessen the mumber of 


our foes, and to entirely disarm them. No+ 
thing coald se effectually do this as the remov> 
ing every ground of complaint that their-hber- 


ties are abridged. ‘The church would then 


not have the various ‘bodies of. dissenters 
without to contend with} but would beamore 
at liberty to attend to the numerous body of 
dissenters within its own pale, 


the least attentive to the.state of the national 
church, that there is a great and growing dif: 
ference in the ‘doctrines and habits of the nix 
nisters of the national establishment, and:that 
the party called by some thé evanyelical, and 


by others the methodistical clergy is greatly. 


on the éencrease. These themselves ‘the 
true churchmen, and affirm that their doce 
tries aré not only agreeable: to: the sucred 
scriptures, but perfectly conformable to: the 
asticles of the establishment which they-have 
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conscientiously subscribed, and bound theme. 
selves to preach; and, that if preaching these 
doctrines. constitutes methodism, then is the 
church of England the birth-place, the cradle, 
the nursery of methodism; and they appear 
to be:justified in their assertions. If so, no- 
thing can be more certain than that dissent is 
tolerated to a great extent in the established 
church. It does not require a spirit of pro- 
phecy, nor any great degree of discernment, 
to see that this dissent in the church will 
continue to encrease.. Policy with respect to 
the restablishment demands that every just 
cause of complaint among other denominations 
of christians should be carefully avoided. 


» It might beadded too on the score of policy 
with respect even to improper persons, who 
have: not sufficient, knowledge or ability to 
teach others, that itis better to bear even with 
afew trifling:abuses of liberty, than to esta- 


blish a system of perpetual tyranny; which 


must +be the case if conscience be put under 
human controul. Besides, any thing like per- 
secution will exalt.an illiterateenthusiast into 
@ martyr, ora confessor, and give him a con- 
sequence he would else never have acquired, 
Zo meddle'»with \conscieuce, however ill or 
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misinformed, is a dangerous thing; and when 
once force begins, there is no knowing where 
it may stop. Suffer me to suppose a case, 
and not an extreme one, a case very likely to 
happen. If men are accustomed to converse 
or confer on religious subjects, an informer 
will be ready to accuse them of preaching, 
| and if they be convicted they must for the 
first offence be fined, or if they cannot pay, be 
imprisoned for a limited time. They may 
suppose themselves in the ease of the apostles 
when forbidden by the magistrates to speak 
any more in the name of Jesus; and like them 
may preach again. What then must be done? 
The punishment must go on from mild to 
| severe, till conscience is subdued, or the man 
destroyed. There is no medium between 
liberty of conscience, and persecution to per- 
petual imprisonment or death. ‘To abridge 
liberty in matters purely religious, cannot be 


justified by scripture, it cannot be supported 
by history, it is in direct opposition te sound 
2 reason, and cannot call in to its aid either 
general policy as it respects the union of all 
descriptions of men, or particular policy as it 
regards the established church. The advice of 
Gamaliel in this case is good: Let them alone, 
for if this work or: counsel be of God, it wilt 
stand, but uf of men it will come to nought. 
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| Tfnd good, but much evil must follow thé 
denial of christian liberty of conscience to its 
utmost extent, let us take a short view of the 
effects of general liberty or the exercise of the 
unalienable right of every man to follow the 
unbiassed dictates of his own conscience in 
matters purely religious, for to these alone all 
the arguments here used apply.. It will be 
then seen, that as the denial of liberty is pro- 
ductive of numberless evils; and cannot be 
justified by scripture, history, reason, or poli- 
¢y; so, on the other hand, general perfect li- 
berty is productive of many blessings; full of 
mercy and good fruits and perfectly consonant 
to them all in every possible point of view. — 


_ No evil can arise from it. It at once extin- 


guishes'the passions of erivy, and jealousy, 
and leaves to no party any just cause of com- 


plaint, because all enjoy ia perfection their 
teligious riglits.. It disarms at once all the 
enemies of the establishment, and leaves its 


friends in quiet possession of all their privileges 


and immunities. Jf the friends of the esta- 
blishment fear any thing from the enjoyment 
of perfect liberty by all parties, they fear where 
no fear is. Nothing would be more favourable 


to their’ sécurity. ‘They :would have no 
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mies; and if they had, the opposition made 
would cover their foes with shame. j 

But it is supposed by some, that if dissent- 
ers of all denominations were to enjoy the be- 
nefits of the constitution, that they would soon 
engross all the offices of honour, power, and 
emolument; but this is a monstrous supposi- 
tion, It supposes that they possess superior 
ability and influence; and that if the dis- 
abilities under which they labour were re- 
moved, nothing could prevent their rushing 
into office, and taking the government at once 
into their own hands. It should be noticed 
that it is not office for which the advocates 
for general liberty contend; but eligibility to 
oflice, should they by the suffrage of their 
fellow-citizens, or the favour of their sovereign 
he called to perform its duties. They think 
that where there is no crime, there ought to 
be no disqualifications; and they know, that 
no class of their fellow-subjects has ever shewn: 
spperior if equal attachment to their sovereign 

constitution of their country. In all civil: 
matters they are ambitious to be fgund among 
the most, zealous friends of their native land ; 
but in matters of conscience they hold the 

unalienable right of private judgment; that. 
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conscience is not valine to human controul; 
that conscience is God's, “and God's alone: 
| Following its dictates they are’ persuaded is 
| their duty and virtue, and virtue most. cer- 
| tainly’ is nota subject of just éxclusion or’ pu- 
nishwient. evil can'follow from eficourag- 


no evil ‘can follow liberty 
soit may be ‘affirmed, ‘that:the adniission of it 
perfectly agréeable to ‘scripture, ‘history, 
“ahd sound ‘policy. ‘Never more 
than’ in present ‘distracted ‘state’ of ‘the 
World! * That it is conformable’ to: scripture, 
is évident from the’ doctrine 6f Christ which 
eduld’ ‘not have been ‘taught’ in the different 
nations ofthe’ earth 'tipon any ‘other principle; 
from thédecided manner in which’ he dis: 
cotintenanced ‘ati? tondenmed every thing i in 
higdieciples: whith had’ the least appearaice 
and trom ‘the conduct of ‘his 
apeaties ‘who received their commission from 
forbidden by the priests and 
raters, ‘snd: even ‘had been’ pinished; said ‘they 
téiohey God Faber than’ men. The 
Vand “spirit! of ‘the: gospel, as well as 
the! practice of the apostles, are so ‘decidedly 
general in'tmatters of ‘reli: 
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| ted, trae it more clear 


its favour, ‘The'denial of ‘christian 
Wwritten:in! tears, misery) ‘and blood while 
7 . the enjoyment of it. is.marked with human 
happiness, An observation made by one of 
senators, as reported this.week inthdpa- 

pers, is fall to this point, that the happiest | 

and moat prosperous days of France werethose — 
in which the protestants enjoyed the full bene- 
the edict ‘of Nantes, » When that was 


repealed, the reign’ of ttiisery bégan: "The 


piotestants who valued religious liberty, 
took refuge in different countries, and’ carried 


with ‘them their principles; their’ artis, atid 
industry; and, bat for the repeal of ‘that fe. 
‘edict, i¢ probable the writer!of these . 
would. never have ehjoyed the benefits 
of the inhabitauts of this highly favoured land: 
May thishis native country; the object of hid 
always énjoy the blés= 
Civil aid religious liberty 
forins; ‘and never for a’ 
‘the miseries of their‘loss. 
The light thrown upon this b> 
to thie tncertainty or 
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theory.. Liberty and intolerance have 
put to the test of experience, and they have 
uniformly proved that the former is an invalu- 
aible blessing, and the latter a heavy curse to | 
anankind.,. To rob_a man of liberty of con- 
‘se#ence and: worship is the worst.species of | 


Injustice. 


seripture, and history. condemn intole- 
vance, and lift. up their voice in favour of reli- 
gious liberty; 90 ‘reason is: in perfect unison 
with: them. It remonstrates- against every 


speciés of persecution, and unanswerably 


pleads the cause of general.liberty. Reason 


affirms that if there be any species of property 


that a man can call his own, itis-his under- 


standing. and conscience, and especially so 


when exercised. ons subjects which relate to his 


eterval, peace; and that i in a matter of such 


deep, personal concern, every individual 
should be unbiassed by the fear of temporal 
eo or the hope of temporal reward: 
eligion is a concern between. a. man and his 
Maker; and. with that no third person,.. or 


power in the world ought ¢ to arene’ LO; inter- 
fere dec! force. 


ason Says, | that every impediment should 


| 
| | 
| 
Hie 
if 
if 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


be removed out of the way of a man, who has 
such an important business to transact as that 
which relates to his ‘salvation, to which he 
must attend, and cannot neglect without incur 
ring the displeasure of heaven; and especially 
as no part of real religion can be performed 
by another person in his étéad. All must be 
his own. No man can repent, believe, obey, 
love, hope, fear, be judged, saved, or condemn- 
ed for another. Reason unites ‘with scripture 
in calling'the individual to look tohimself; and 
it is the more'unreasonable to interfere, as the 
niore real religion a man possesses, the better 
he will perform the various duties of his’ stati- 
on; and acquire the esteem and confidence of 
those by whom he is employed. 


Reason fifts up its voice and speaks 
tone of gh displeasure, ‘not only against the - 
injustice of punishing a. man for his virtue, for 


2 virtue it is to follow thé dictates of his ‘con- 


science, but looks with scorn on the ab- 
surd and impossible attempt of forcing belief. 
How absurd would it appear to undertake ‘to: 
eat; to drink, to sleep, to perform any of the. 
natural actions of life’in the room of another: 
person; and yet, it is as possible to do these 
as to perform any religious- action acceptable: 


to God for another man. 
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.. Reason exclainis, Let theman alone. Give 
the liberty you take. It will be productive of 


. peace, and harmony. Those strifes and en. 


mities which have disgraced the christian pro- 
fession will be known no more. The different — 
modes of worship will be observed by different 
persons; but christians will agree to differ. 
The spirit of christianity will operate in all, © 
as aspirit of forbearance, good will, and chris- 
tian love; and as Variety in nature, and in the 


heavens constitutes beauty, and all reflects 


honour on the Creator; so will variety in the 
christian church.. Reason concludes this is a 
state of things most ardently to be desired. 


_ Do nothing to prevent it. Do every thing to 


promote it; for then the wolf will lie down 
with the lamb, and that glorious time so long 
predicted, and so ardently prayed for in those 
few but comprehensive words, thy kingdom: 
come, will have atfived. Will it be accounted’ 
enthusiasm most eamestly to pray that the. 
prediction may soon be accomplished? Then 
let the-writer go an enthusiast to his grave, and 
the prayer, thy kingdom speedily come, be 
inscribed as anepitaph on:his tomb. Reason: 
affitms that there’ is' every thing to hope, and. 
nothing to fear fromthe most universal, perfect. 
religious liberty. °“Fhere in ite: 
favour, against it not ane, vow od 
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_ With the gospel, history, and sound reason, 
policy perfectly accords, and calls aloud, es- 


pecially in the present circumstances of the 
nation, that if “ all opinions cannot be united, 


tually do it than the removal of every restric- 
tion on the account of difference in religion; 
more particularly so where every proof has 
been given and is given of strong attachment 
to the British Constitution in all its parts; and 
what desariptiou of persons in the united em- 
pire have given proofs more strong and more. 


yniform of their attachment to the family on. 
the throne, and to those, priaciples which 


placed it there, than the protestant dissenters ?. 


Their religion to. them is-dearer than their 
lives, ang for their. benefit the toleration was, 
passed, and under its operation, as it has been, 
liberally and justly construed, they have had 
but little reason. to complain; but according. 
to the new construction of it, they are deprived, 
of perpetuating the christian ministry among 
themselves, aud the act of toleration, is made, 
to operate in the most intolerapt way. . For it, 
is no longer a blessing, if ministers cannot 
obtain a license till they haye a congregation, 


all hearts should ;” and nothing will more effec- 
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and cannot presch on probation without being 
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the ‘oF tieit own 


= body OF indi‘ of 


‘feligiows privileges 

of’ their to the full 

a iy approve ; but certainly they did ‘ot 

4 contributed’ their share con- 


tlie ‘public: Butdens,’ tat 


‘30° woridged, 
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-‘Ghurch. It would take the weapons of 
| enemies. out of their hands; it would entirely 


this. kingdom-ip. consequence. .of the estar 


‘te that. they could. diffes.in opinions and. 


. 
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~ ig. the sure way of attaching ali. panties 


‘to ther,. common country and oné.another, — 
is. too. would. add security. tothe ggtablished 


disarm. them. by taking every.cause of 
compleint, and conquer even the hostile mind, 


Sound policy requires the union OF all hearts, 


The. pleasing. effects of; union, have, been, 


reotly seen and felt-in several of, the counties 


blishment . of Bible. Societies... In.these.socie- 
ties the. common and lesser differences. between 
christians. have, been, thrown, aside;..and they 


have, meton holy.ground, . They, haze found, 


and yet.be of one heart.and of one soul;.th 
they could. all unite against Geir common 

ond.actmore efiicaciously for the general good, 
For true, religion. will be'found to.gwe 


dp, God .on high, to, produce, On, earth: 
Peace, and genuine good will to. men, 


its spirit, its effects are all highly beneficial. to 


d.ifor whom. it is, ultimately intended 
Mag. the, gemon, of djacord, peyer be. apiece, 
May the, ellorte pom, 
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tnaking by christians of different denominations 
be crowned with success, and prodiace new 
heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, 


To conclude: If scripture, more especially 
the gospel of Christ in its letter spirit and 


practice most pointedly censure and condemn 


intolerance;—if the history of intolerance is 
marked uniformly with the tears, the miseries, | 
and the blood of mankind ;—if 
have ever been the scourge of the human race; 
if reason rise up in arms against it as unjust, 


_ nd cruel, and uniformity, the end proposed, 


impossible;— if every maxim of sound policy 
unites to execrate the monster intolerance, 
and teaches the rulers of the earth to deny it 
existence; Jet it not be said that in Great Bri- 


tain, the land of liberty, protestantism, and 


improvement, which affords refage to the ane 
secuted of every religion and country, the 
infernal monster has found an 


begins to revive. 


the other hand, if equal, 
liberty be an angel. of peace;~—if the gospef 
every where recommend peace and 
ahd- ‘refuse every carnal: weapon ;+-if the his« 
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tory of toleration be the history of peace and 
prosperity im every age and nation;—if reason 
exert all her powers in defence of liberty and. 
union, and declare. that it-is the sure road.te 
prosperity and happivess;—if sound : policy, 
strengthened by the experience of the evils 
of intolerance, and the benefits of liberty, plead 
irresistably for perfect freedom; then let no- 


thing be done that can encourage persecution, 


or discourage liberty; but as all parties will 
be benefitted, let religious strife for ever cease, 
except the strife who shall do most to shew 
the excelience of their religion, and promote 
the common good: ‘This isa strife most de- 
voutly to be desired. ‘This’ is true christian 
zeal fer good works, a zeal according to know- 
ledge, a zeal to imitate bis’ conduct, who is 


not only our Redeemer, but our perfect exam- 
plé, whose history is summed up in the few 


bag = went about doing good, 


Agatnst intolerance let every man of ability 


and’ influence, lift up his voice, and for liberty, 
the heavenly blessing of religious liberty, exert 
all the energies of his soul. Let the ministers 
of:religion every where, and of every denomi- 


rh 


nation plead for and promote it in every place 
where they are called to 0 give Waerettido, and | 


| 
| 


exert themselves to prodtce christian concord 


between those who conscientiously are obliged 
to differ. So shall christians love one ano- 
ther, the religion of Christ be honoured, the 
empire be united and happy, and God, even 
our own God, shall give us his blessing. 
Then may it besaid of the British Empire, 
HAPPY IS THAT PEOPLE, THAT IS IN SUCH A 


CASE: YEA, HAPPY IS THAT agence WHOSE 
GOD IS THE Lorp! 


THE END. 
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Burdite, Printer, Dunstavie. 
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